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“Welcome Back!”
Jeremy Borland

(aka the 'Sign language Guy' or 'Hot Jeremy')
pictured interpreting for the Principal,

- read his story pg. 43



From the Principal

Bernie Mulcahy-Bouwman
Principal

The ANZCED conference held in Melbourne in July
lead me to reflect on the work we are currently doing
in New Zealand to strengthen specialist teaching
support and professional development to Deaf students
in their local school. The theme of the conference
“Keeping on Track” was very apt.
I recall when I was a young teacher at van Asch, the
Principal, Sefton Bartlett, would return from his travels
overseas and report to us that our Deaf Education
Teaching practices at van Asch were not behind, but
rather we were at the cutting edge. Teachers would
look at each other and not be sure whether to believe
his mantra or not. Here I am now telling you the same
thing. I am sure the team of van Asch Teachers and
Senior Management who attended the conference
with me will back me up! I heard the team say a
number of times throughout the four days that they
were pleased to discover that teaching approaches
at van Asch were on track with regard to current
thinking on best practice in Deaf Education.

A particular highlight for me was listening to Dr. Connie
Mayer’s presentation of STAYING ON TRACK WITH
SIGN BILINGUALISM. She challenged the audience
with the following questions:
What does it mean? Is it still relevant in the age of
C.I.'s? What was the promise of sign bilingualism?
Deaf students with Cochlear Implants and Hearing
Aid technology are getting better access to spoken
language but a number of studies show that for deaf
students there is an average English language delay
of 1 standard deviation behind their hearing peers.
Connie reinforced that proficiency in a face to face
language in English is still essential. Proficiency in
sign language does not guarantee development of
English language skills and does not easily transfer
across to written English.
She proposed that the focus for sign bilingualism in
the future is not on developing two languages
simultaneously but on finding the appropriate level of
Visual support including sign to support English
Language development.

In Gene Reardon’s presentation on REVIEWS AND
REFORMS, she informed us that the recently set up
Victorian Deaf Education Institute was facilitating
reforms through a number of parallel initiatives.
1/ Strengthening service provisions e.g. UBHS
(Universal Newborn Hearing Screening).
2/ Optimizing best practice – Their current focus is
Sign Language assessment, coaching parents on
language development and at-distance support through
video conferencing for students in remote settings.
She noted that reform needs to be systematic and
based on evidence.
3/ Working towards developing a National database.
4/ Tracking students who leave school to monitor how
well equipped they are to find training and employment
opportunities.
These challenges and initiatives sounded all very
familiar to me.

Here in New Zealand, the three sensory schools, Van
Asch, Kelston and BLENNZ continue to meet monthly
with the Ministry of Education in preparation for
increasing Specialist Teaching services to deaf and
blind students from Sensory schools in 2012.  This
major focus is a result of a Cabinet policy initiative
announced in 2010 to achieve the vision of  “Success
for School, Every School, Every Child”, where quality
Specialist services are provided to Deaf students in
their local school. The first step is for a Project team
during this year to prepare for ORS funding being
aggregated to the Sensory schools.
These are the steps achieved to date:
• During Term 1, a National Database of ORS funded
students was developed.
• During Term 2, Management Personnel from each
Centre met with Principals of local schools where Deaf
and Blind student are enrolled to discuss the strategy
for providing Specialist Teaching service for next year.
The approach to provision of teaching service in the
future will be to respond to the current learning need
of the student rather than an entitlement scheme which
has been the resourcing approach since 1989.
During community consultation meetings I also spoke
with parents regarding this approach. This new
approach to resourcing has been widely accepted by
schools and parents as a positive move towards
meeting deaf students learning needs.
•For the rest of the year, the focus will be to

o prioritise Specialist Teacher support
o notify schools of allocated funds
o plan for providing professional development

to class teachers, teacher aides and support teachers
employed  at the child’s local school.

Term 2 was another extremely busy and eventful term.
The members of the Board of Trustees have been
traveling around the van Asch region with me, listening
to parents views on Minister Anne Tolley’s proposal
for National Governance. At the July Board Meeting
we reflected on how valuable this exercise has been
for meeting parents, staff and other stake-holders and
having the opportunity to explain the proposal and
listen to their views. Our services are held in high
regard. The parents spoke highly of the service they
receive in their local areas, out-reach support and
opportunities to visit van Asch.
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To insert into a Microsoft Word document -

> save nzsl sign file (.pdf) onto your desktop
or in a folder.

> Insert  > Picture  > From file ... (choose .pdf)

http://www.vanasch.school.nz/deaf-nzslsigns.php
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NEW NZSL SIGNS

400 new signs have been added to the NZSL Sign
Search, including common children's names
(fingerspelt).

There are now over 2000 nzsl signs online.
Signs are available in a simple user-friendly format
for use in educational settings.
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If you want a larger image of the sign or a higher
quality print -

> open .pdf file (should open in Adobe .pdf Reader
- if not, it is a free download online)

> Zoom in to a larger view

> Use 'Snapshot Tool' (the wee camera icon
on the toolbar) to copy the larger sign to the
computer's clipboard.

New Instructional Readers NZSL signs

NZSL signs to support the vocabulary used in the
emergent readers at magenta, red and yellow levels.
50 New Instructional Readers NZSL sign sheet sets
have been added to the 'Instuctional Reader NZSL
Signs' page.  There are now NZSL sign sheets to
suppport the use of over 200 Instructional Readers
by deaf and hearing impaired students.
These may be used in a variety of ways including
printing and pasting into workbooks or cutting up
and placing in order.
http://www.vanasch.school.nz/news.php?id=18

> Go to the Microsoft
Word document
> Edit  > Paste

> To resize click and drag a corner
of the sign image
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Online shop
- has recently been expanded to now offer 222
educational resources.

http://www.vanasch.school.nz/online-shop-
overview.php

NZSL Tramping / Outdoor Education booklet
A5 booklet containing 61 essential NZSL signs for
Tramping / Outdoor Education. Includes English
words for reference.
Cat. No. 452   $0.60c

The Online Shop
A brief summary of what is available on the
Online Shop.

The online shop allows the viewer to see and order
online the extensive range of Literacy, NZSL/Deaf
Studies and Speech Language Resources.
The Overview page of the drop down menu explains
how to use the shop.

To make it easy to find things in the online shop, a
search engine called "Search the Catalogue"
has been included on the right hand margin of each
page.
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NZSL Sea Life booklet
- A5 booklet containing 24 essential NZSL signs for
Sea Life. Includes English words for reference.
Cat. No. 453 $0.20c

NZSL Preschool booklet
- A5 booklet containing 33 essential NZSL
Preschool signs. Includes English words for
reference.
Cat. No. 454 $0.20c

NZSL Sports booklet
- A5 booklet containing 83 essential NZSL signs
for Sports. Includes English words for reference.
Cat. No. 455 $0.80c

NZSL Sports Crossword
- This A3 crossword is for the category Sport and
includes fingerspelling, written words and signs.
It is accompanied by 14 cards with images and
nzsl signs.
Cat. No. 456 $5



http://www.vanasch.school.nz/catalog-
listing.php?category_id=3
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NZSL Body Crossword
- This A3 crossword is for the category -The body
and includes fingerspelling, written words and signs.
It is accompanied by 21 cards with images and nzsl
signs.
Cat. No. 457 $5

NZSL Colour Crossword
- This A3 crossword is for the category Colour
and includes fingerspelling, written words and
signs. It is accompanied by 18 cards with images
and nzsl signs.
Cat. No. 458 $5



NZSL Kit Day - 5th May, 2011

Students from VADEC and some from
Canterbury mainstreamed schools were involved
with NZSL Kit day at VADEC as part of NZSL
Awareness Week.

NZSL week happens every year in May all over
New Zealand as part of Sign Language
Awareness. NZSL is the third official language
of New Zealand.

There were 40 Deaf Students aged 5-15, approx
30 staff and parents and 3 NZSL tutors involved
in the Kit Day. The pre-school children, staff
and parents joined in the BBQ lunch.
Paul Buzzard and Ann Croy ran the programme
with the support of Bernie Mulcahy-Bouwen,
Principal of VADEC, James Townshend,
Resource teachers, VADEC Based staff, and
Deaf Aotearoa NZSL Deaf Tutors.
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The Canterbury Parents of Deaf Children
provided the food, snacks and meat for the
BBQ lunch, which Paul Buzzard and James
Townshend cooked.  VADEC provided the
salads, which were prepared by the staff.

It was great to see the positive change in the
group at the end of the day. Before the day,
many students had only had the opportunity to
meet in small numbers. Having such a big
group together allowed for more awareness of
each others communication needs and styles.

All the students seemed to enjoy the day.
Big thanks to the parents for encouraging their
children to be involved.
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At KIT day Mrs Meikle and Grandma came with
me. First we played games. I got a little book
and  poster with I love you in NZSL.
I was dancing like a ballerina to show Nirvana.
I don't know who the boy is. We had a BBQ for
lunch. I ate sausage. I had my photo taken and
made into a poster. I like KIT Day.

by Jorja Steele

NZSL KIT day
van Asch News
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NZSL Week
Paul Buzzard's visit to Mt Pleasant School

My name is Jess Haigh.  I am 8 from Mt Pleasant
School.  A deaf person came to my school, his name
was Paul.  He signed to me, it was lots of fun.
My class had lots of fun too.
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Gisborne Kit Day
Junior Masterchef Cook Off

Nine children from around Gisborne met at Elgin
school to have a Masterchef cook off challenge. They
were put into groups of 3, given ingredients and
instructions, and then had to make a fresh lemon
drink, some cornie cookies and mousetraps. The
children decorated their plates with their best
examples and had them judged. The day was a huge
success, with all the groups receiving a prize and
the opportunity to eat their goodies!!

Niko, Latoyah and Tumanako making cookies. Emma, Keeda and Shontell making mouse traps.

Shonalee, Paris and Shakayla making mousetraps. The table set for judging.
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